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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 39TH INPANTRY
(9TH INFANTRY DIVISION) AT CHERENCE LE ROUSSEL,
FRANCE, 4-10 AUGUST 19LL, DURING THE

GERMAN APPACK ON AVARANCHE -
(NORTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Battalion Operations Officer)
INTRODUCTION

This monogréph covers the operations of the lst Battalion,
39th Infentry, 9th Infantry Division, during the engagement of
Cherence le Roussel, France, 4~10 August 194Lk; just after the
start of the Ndrthern France Campaign.

. The action deacribpd herein was pert of the largest
counterattack since D-Day. At least roui German afmorad
divisions as well as infantry were amployed on the small see?or,
Martain-ﬂourda#al'(l), against the VII Corps on a fourteen mila
front. (2) The bulk of this attack fell upon the 9th and 30th
Infantry Divisionz. (3) (see map;l )

In order(to (bettd understand the situation and actions
which cccurrsd, let me take you back a week and look at the
situation from a large point of view, On 25 July 1944, follow-
ing the breakthrough west of St. Lo, the Firat and Third Armies
started the Northern France Csmpaign. The Third Army shot like
a rocket down the west coast to overrun the Brittany Penlnsulz,
(4) The First Army kgpt constant prasQura upon the dazed, re-
treating enemy end drove southeast past Mortain, (5)

A large gap appeared between the center end the right
Tlank of the First Army., (6] Enemy strength became noticed
opposite this gep Iin the.Viréasuurdaval4ﬁarta1n-3aranton area.‘
(7) 'he Germans were apperently planning fbr a lerge soalse
eountsfattauk to restore their front by smashing through this
evar~widening gap on a narrow front. (8) They wefe.masaing
‘not only infantry but armor as well. Where they would strike
was only too plain. It was almost certain to be a drive

(1) 5“3: (2, .!.-'2, P 109: (3’ -‘L-lh U&) “"1: P ’Hu (5‘) -‘-"1 k+ ‘l-,
(6) A"’l, Po hg (7) A"l IJ- llq (8) ‘-ho .

3



" toward Awaranche.  This was the narrowest ml of the sorrider
{9), and was opposite the growing gep. If successful the 1
Germans would out off the Third Army from their supply base.
(10) This would then facilitate the wiping out of the Toroes
in Brittany. (11} If on the other hand the Germans falled
they would nave lost vitally needed foroes for future actiom.
It therefore became necessary to bloek this gap and
still continue to exploit the breakthrough. (12) However,
before going further, it is best to look at what the German.
Commender himself had im mind, From an excerpt, Estimate of
the Situation, or-riéld Marshal vOnlxluga {(13), the plans and
missions of the Germen Forces at this time, 4 August 194k, |
were apparent. |
"Army intends to etteck from the Area S8t, Michel de

ﬂbntdoie-ﬂourdevalnaﬁranton-Damfront in a gqnqral direetion
toward Avaranche along & line S bank of Alliere-hills N end
KW Vire-St. Martin-Chemps Du Boult-8t. Pols, employing his
iithdrawn and reorgenized tank raimntians, while defending
his right flank, | |

- "The first mission is to cut eff the enemy units which
punetrafea to the south from their rear communlieations and
to reestablish our communications with the coast.”

~ This desision to counterattack fitted in nicely with
the allied pldns to eneirele these forces. (14) Thg delay
that this counterattack involved lost the precious days for
Von Klugs (15) to save his foreces from the encirslement and
great defeat of the German forces in the Falaise Gap (16).
Field Marshel Von XKluge seemed well aware of this large
sweeping move to eut,him.orf:rxan his left and left rear .

. (a7) Ee.waq also aware that tha'Germah foreces in Brittﬁny
( A"‘J&’ (10) A"?, Po 181, {11’ A"‘S P. 182, (12} A"‘l pc -ﬁ»;

I

)
(13) &-1, ». 5; (14} A-4; (15} A-1, p. 55 (16) A-i; (17) A-l, D. 5



[ 53

isolated by the Third Army's drive southward were being
amnihilated., (18) Hence any ‘delay would invite disaster.
(19) chevef,-since ﬁitlaﬁ had ordered an attaek (20), he
made evary effort to gather his foreces to atago this great
attaok by 7 August. (21)

The Allies had a few plans of their own. They would
" bleck the thrust and still keep up the relentless drive to the
Southeast, (22) On the right of the First Army the VII Corps
was to continue its driré, thraatening'the enemy's left and
rear, (23) The 30th Division was shifted to the VII Corps
(24). The XIX and ¥V Corps were to keesp up their drives to tﬁa
South. (25) These were tho.plans for the 4 end 5 August. The
Tesult was & large pinwheel effeot. Time, however, was an all

important faotor.

GEN. $ITUAEID

" By the time the Germans attacked, on 7 August, this plan
had largely been put into effeot. The XIX Corps had taken
Vire, 126} In the VII Corps sector, the 9th Division had-
cleared the Foret de St. Sever and had advnﬁood to a position
eagt of St. Pois, pinching out #ha 4th Division. (27) The
30th Division had closed in Mortain and ocoupied the high |
ground around it. (28) The 35th and 4th Divisions had started
their attacks south of the BOth Division., (29) The 1lst -
Division and the 3rd Armored had been relleved and were con-
solidating in expectation of pushing roiwara in a drive throﬁgh
Anbries (30) to anelop the German left flank,
| The 3§th Infentry ﬁad been swung wide, and ordered to
‘come into the line around Cherence le ﬁouascl and cover the gap
between fha 9th Division'e right flank and the 30th Divigion
at Mortain. (31} This gep was about ten miles. , f
(18) A-1, p. 6; (19) A=1, p. 5; (20) A=1, p. 5; (21) A-1, p. 53
(22) A-1, ». &, (23) A~1, p. &3 (2h1.£-2, P 51; (25) &A-1, p. b;
(30) 4710 3. 3% G31) Pardonas knowtades, © 0 0 ATh e
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THE BATTALION IN ATTACK, A-~5 AUGUBT

On the night of the 4-~5 August, the lst Battalinn-wns |
ordered to move to Juvigny; contact the 16th Inrantry, 1st
Division; learn the situation there; and seize the high ground
east of Cherence le Roussel. The regiment would move the next
day pending rosd clearances to the vieinity of the high groumd
north of Cherence le Roussel. (32) (ses map B )

The battalion clesed into an assembly erea southwest of
Juvigny around midnight, 4k-5 August. (33) After a night eom-
ference eand eariy'daylight reconnalssance the situation seemed
to be ag follows: | _ |

The 16th Infentry was extended to the south with its
headquarters soﬁtheast of Juvigny. 4 Tapk Force of the 3rd
Armored Diviuién was holding the north slope of the 8t. Barthelmy-
Juvigny ridge and extending down to'usénil-ﬁuﬂc. The 30th
Division was going 1n£o Mortain to the southeast. The 16th
Infantry was to move south to rejoin its division on the 5
August. The 3rd Armored Division Task Force would support owr
attack 1nifially by fire but would them move south to rejoin
"i1ts organization. (34)

No information of the enemy was available concerning the
8ector in whioch we were to aﬁvance'exeept that there were scme
Germans out there, However, no resistence was snticipated wntil
the battalion emerged from the woods two-thirds of the way down
the slops. {35) |

The plans ﬁare mede and the erderé issued for en attaock.
The objective was the'high ground to the North-Northeast,

A Gompeny was to attack on the left with the platoon of tank
destroyers (lst Platoon, depany A, 899th Tank Deatroyer
Battalion) and a section of heevy machine gune attached.
(32) Personal kmowledge; (33) Personel kmowledge;
{34) Personal knowledge; (35) Personel kmowledge,
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C Company was to atteck on the ﬁight with the tank platoon
{lat Pletoon, Company A, 756tthank Batt&lian] and a heavy
machine gun séatiﬂn attaéhed._ B Company was to be in reserve
and follow A Company on the left. D Compeny would follow B
Compeny and the mortar platoon would be prepered to go into
'action upon ocall. ‘Headqﬁartefs'would follew D Company when
the sitvation would permit. (36)

At 050800 August the leading companies started down the
steep, wooded slope as planned. (37) Both compenies reported
‘reaching the read going east frem Mesnil-Jwwe: and were cordered
-to push forward to the oﬁjeetive. (38) A Company soon reporied
that the lead tenk destroyer had beccme stusk in the narrow
aunken traii and fhat the company was going forward without
them, leaving a éduaé for protection. The Pioneer and Ammugi-
tion Platoon was sent to relleve this guard whieh rejoined its
company, {39) _

Reports from C Compeny beceme more and more confusing,

Phey seemed to ha#orvepfad way off their direction of attack
and contact was lost, Some time was lost in trascking their
'-rputo before contact was reesteblished. The compeny commander
had chenged his plan of advance upon seeing the wlde open draw,
| He had noticed the wogdad slope carried most of the way if he
followed the road to the east and then nerth. This way he
could keep out of the valley and also under cover. He had done
this but falled to notify fhe Battalion Commander of the changa.
'By this time C Company hed reached a small group of farn houses
called la Hardiers. Here they met the enemy advaneing westward
in smﬁll nuﬂbers; perhaps & platoon or more, supported by tans.
The company deployed but made only smell gains up hill. They
(36) Personal knowledge; (37) (38) Statement by Captain Willlam
E. Thomaa, Heavy Weapons Company cummaagfr, perszenal knowledge;

{39) Parsanal knowledge.
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had just cleared the houses when they stopped. The Germans.
wers hastily entrenching end were bd ieved,to be about s COmpPANY .
Thie was the situetion when the Battalion Commender arrived. |
(40) -

Meanwhile, A Compeny had pushed forward to the nose of
the hill east of Charence le Roussel without inoldent. B.
Company had followed A compahy and was just crossing the st-fem.
(81) | | |

The rest of thh beattalion had been held up on the Mesnil-
Tow. road where the tank destroyers had become stuck. The
tanli destroyer had been freed and all were awaiting orders.:
(32) | _

At this time the Battalion Commender ordered A Company
to epoupy. the west slope of the hill along the N-8 ireil and
~ dig in along the merth half refusing their nerth flenk. |
B Compeny was ordered to move to G Cempany's left flank and
at_taek in cénjtanetien with © cbmapahy. Battalion ﬁeadqmtai*s
: wag direeted to set up aboﬁt one mile east of Charence le |
Rougsel near the traill junctiom with the maein roed., (43)

The attack started but little progress was made. (4i4)
As the dey was fast coming to s clnu the Battalion cmanaer
decided to pull his forces out and move to oonseolidate with
. the rest of the battalion for the night, and make a coordinated
attack up the hilll through the woods from the w-stm noae l.n
the narning; ' f.l:e ordered ¢ Compeny to pull out when covered
by dmrkness and move to positioms along the southern half of
the trall; tie in with A Compeny; and extend down to the cruk.
B Company was alerted to keep up the engagement3 cover C
Company's move; and upon ‘order revert to poaitions near the
Bsttalion Command Post in Teserve. They would dig in &s & |
gecondary line of defense,  (45) (gee map C ) |
(40, 41, &2, 43, 4k) Personal knéﬁwledsé; (k5) Personal experience.

/!
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"Thia shift was made withuﬁt 1nterterenca;\ However, A
Compeny had pulled sround too far to the north end contact was
not made with C Company that night. C Compeny refused its 1ef4
flank; and alﬁo its right aléng the trell, and extended across
the road almost 'to the oreek. B Company tied in between A and
C Compenies. (46) (see map D )

Since no attack was expscted the positioms were left
unchanged ﬁnd all dvg in for the night in expectation of an
early attack in the morning. '(h7)

- In moving the tank destroyers into & pusiﬁion to protéat
the south and esst of the battalion one lost & track and
bogey by mines., One destroyer had cleared the field before
the bxpleaian go it wént into position near the mein road on
c cqmpﬁnyta right flank, After the Pioneer Platoon had cleared
the ﬁines, the other sectlon went into position near the main
rosd in rear of B Company. (48) |

Battalion headquﬂrtaws and the mortar platoon went into
vositions south of the main road neear the junotion of the west
. treil. It was left here in expestation of moving forward the
next day. (49} | ' | |

Numerous patrols ran into C Company's positions thet
night. Though none were captured & number of Germans wers
killed.

Orders for the next day were for A and C Companles to
continue the attack and seize the top of the hill. B Company
was to ramain.in'reserve. The tenks remained attached té c
compahy. Tha<taﬁk destroyers were to remaln in position and
wers ﬁttaéheﬁ to B Company. The pioneer platabn ias to clear
the north roed covered by A Company. A mortear observer rrmi

D Company was asnt $0 both A and B Compenies. Another seotion

(46, 47, 48, L9) Personal experilence
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of machine guns wes sent to A Company., The forward command

post was to follow € Company. (50)

6_AURTST

The attack started at 0800 as planned, However, c Conmpany
was eble to advance up the trail only a éhort wﬁy. It took one
group of houses but was stopped before 1t_bau1d gqt the secohd.
Pregsure remalned all along ite right flenk north of the rbad.
(51) | | |

A Company procesded up to the trall and hed gotten a
squad across it, when they were ordered to stand fest. Conteot
_with C Company had beén lost eand a 1arge gap had developed,

Both A and ¢ Compenies had patrol contact with B Company,
however. (52) | )

By this time the Ploneer Platoon had swept the road almost
up to A Company's lsft flank. Here the platoon leader observed
two enemy tanks oreseping down the road. They fired at the
platoon but too late.” The platoon leader had ordered his platoon
into the cover of the wobdé. The ténks stopped and withdrew,
(53) | o |

It was‘evident by this time that thq best plen of actﬁon
for the battalion was to go iInto & defensive position in its
proasnt locations, The enémy-wau gtrong and reenforced with
| armor. Our flanks were badly exposed. The ﬁearnst troops werse
over.two&milea to our rear end Just moving intO'positibn to

attack to the north, This was the rest of the regiment.

~ S8Spasmodic artillery had been fﬁlling in the viecinity but mainly

at Charence 1le Ropssel and was belleved to be unobserved. The
reginental cqmmander contirmed this decision (54) and the atteck
was called o%f. 4 Company was ordered to tie in with B Company
(50, 51, 52) Personal knowledge; {53} Personsl knowledge -
Statement by lst Lt Bailley, Ammunition and Pioneer Platoon
Leader; (54) Perscnal knowledge.
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and refuse its left flank, B Company was ordered to dig in for
defensive reserve placing one platoon south of the road to p&c-
.toct Bettalion Headquarters. C Compeny was ordered to hold
what it had; to cover the.roadj and put an cutpost south of

it eround the tank déstroyer.

The Picneer Platoon booby trapped the aree around B
Company's right flank extending around D Company's mortars.,

They were then'b:dered into the line extending erowund from B
Company past D Company's morter platoon just in cese they were
needed. (55) |

Around noon the 26th Fleld Artillery Lisiason Offlcer and
his forward observer arrived, HNe informed the battalion
commander that his batteries were in poasition northwest of
Jurigny {56) and had reglstered. (57) This meant that attillory
support could onoe again back up the'bgttalion. The observer
was a8t once sent to C Company. Defensive fires were planned
as well as various ooncentrations and harassing fires.

Whilse these changeé were taking plece e German infantry
attack moved down the valley to the north toward Charsence la
Roussel. (58) "The Germans kept ciose to the stresm without
visible means of flank security. The leading elements had
passed A Company's left flank positions when they were first
observed. A Company opened up with what fire they had availlable
‘and notified battalion. (59) (see map® )} | |

The reserve platoon of A Compsny wes moved to the western
nose of the hill and opened fira from positlone along the sunken
trail, The 81lmm mortars opensd up with ocelerity. The supply
of HE 1ight became low and the HE heavy was used. This proved
vary‘arreetiro against.persennel a8 well as orew-served weapons,
The ground was hard and most of the shells went off on top |

(55) Personal kncwlsdge (56) A-2, pe 57; (57, 58, 59) Personal
knowledge.
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of the ground, (60) The artillery let down & sloud burst of
steel to the northeast of A Company, over the sreek. The
entire area'was well covered with the four mashine guns from
D Company. The Germans got as far as the road but few lived
to tell about it; The fire placed down was Just p&ﬁin
murderous. o | | |

As night settled down over the hill only patrol sction
was noticed, This was not unusual but was the custom of the
time, Haﬁevor, shortly Béfore midnight an attack dreve C
dampany*s left flank baok past their command peat.' The
bulildinge in the area were set on fire and the area was 1it
up by the hlaze. Haﬁ started drifting baock saying that the
Germans had brokesn through and the ccmpany was wiped out.
Both wire and redio were out. The few stragglers were taken
baek up through B Company. The company commander had collected
his men behind his center and'right platoons and counterattacked.
Heo was able to ragain'his former positions and knoock out a
. number of the enemy, (61} Here, too, the tanks yroved their
worth in close support of infantry by merely fire power and
threat, | ' |

S0 rﬁr the enemy had struck where the dattalion was strong,
" and in numbers nutramaaéding our own, He now tried other means,
His artillery,so far used only &s loeng range 1€;ictuxy Tire,
‘wag greﬁtly inoressed. This still did not seem to be obicffﬁd.‘_
Some 414 lena along“nui right flénk, however. The outpost on
rthi south road (C Company) cnilod in the report that a lerges
force was sesn by shadows end could be heard moving down (west)
thc Mesnil-Xsve: road (eest-west) including ioth infapiry and
mechanized vehicles, _Llao;_that 1hrantrr'wlr9 moving down in
the stream, IFiring broke out_from B Ocmpeny's right flank and

- {60) Personal knowledge - statement by Ca Ehamns, Heavy
-Weapons Company Commander; (61) Personal knowledge.
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theflreportod an infentry eatteck, strength unknown but belleved
large. The artillery defensive fire was called down. Regiment
was notified of e large armor-infentry attaeck, (62) Rvery-
thing we had in position went into aotion with Tire. Bavaral.
booby traps and one trip flare went off between the outpost and
B Company. The tanks and tenk destiroyers fired at moving |
shadows whenever the smoke cleared. The rumbling of tanks
imovod on down the valley. (63) The attaok agalnst B qupany ,
wes short lived., The southeast flank was wide open, not oven.
a boﬁby trap or an cutpost to glve warning. TFor howrs the
tanks could be heard continually passing the battalien on thelr
way down the valley. (6L4) Once more C Cempany's right flank
was attacked by 1nrantry.' This was stopped quickly by rifie,
machine gun, Qnd mortar fire with the help of the tanks,

Finally, F Compeny Commender ceme into the oommand poet
and reported that his ocompany had been attached to the battalion.
{65) He was ordered to extend the right flank back around
battalion heedquarters to the road, with a nisaieh of defending
t0 the south and west. They were in position by deylight, The
valley still echoed with bursting enemy and friendly artillery
to the southesst. The German artillery going over the pattalion
now gounded like freight trains on wingﬁ. These must have been
rockets., (66} | | |

Since the defense first started the wire communication
‘had been out'éftan. However, during the last day and night,
the wire contaot was broken mere then not. The wire orews frem
regiment as well as from battelion worked almost eonstantly to
keep 1t repeired., Each time they ocame back they brought \
information., (67) This was discouraging as it was always bed
news, : |
lgf;ﬂoz:isgglﬁgﬁedse; (65) A-2, p. 58; (64, 65, 66, 67)
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These ra’pn—r'ta,_mostly rumors, and the rockets were all
that sounded like war during the esarly morming. But when a
look at the surrounding area was taken, it was a di.tforont
story. Xnocked out tanks and dead men were ghostly reminders
of that sleapieas nights The gresn valley Dow was & mess |
of _grej-brm holes. -

.During the day the pattalion was given a large hauk.i.ng;
The 2nd Battelion, 39th Infantry moved up and protected the
left flank., (68) ZElements of the L4th Division moved up to
Mesnil-Tove: (69) and went into position across the valley. -
| Though atuck out like a gore thumb the battalion felt secure,

A few patrols ran into C Compeny's east ﬂﬁnk in the

afterncon and evening but they were quickly dispMsd 'f.ith by
smell arms, (70) | | -

~The Pioneer Flatoon booby trapped the area from C
-Company's outpest to B qupany'a right flank platoon. They
also set out many trip flares. (71)

~ B Company with their ,50 calibre machine gun, and qn'o
from headquarters, shooting overhead fire, sprayed the grass
covered buildings in front of C Compeny's left flank end set
‘them on fire. (72) ' | | | -

8 AUGUST
The night of 7-8 August was another nightmers., Everyone

was very tired ‘nuf the support gained by ths reinfercements
which had gone into posi_ti!on wes not enough to make minds
relax, Most of the men -slept but few _orfiﬂrs could beoause
of nervousness and the alert whioh was meintained.

| As dewn ceme & lerge floek of sheep was driven from the
east through ¢ Company's right flamnk. (73) fThis was tbl].mred
[-68) Personal knowledge; (69) A-1, p. 6; (70, 71) Persomal
knowledge: {(72) Personal mowledge; stetement by Captain
Phomas, Heavy Weapons Gompany Commander; (73) Personsl knmledge. '
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very shortly by an attuck againat thnt paaitipn Thu shesp -
were apparently naed to clear out any -mine flelds, tb add
confusgion, and give away our positions. ‘fhe men were not
rooled'anﬁ ramainnﬁ quiut until.ths Germans had attacked.
Small arms, including the tnnks' maschine guns dinyatnhnd
those who oaoapad the artillery. _

During the day several patrols were scnt out over the
valley for inrormatinn.- This recdnnklasaﬁce showed that ten
of these tanke had been hit from the morth, for which the
vattalion was given credit. (74) A number wers noted es
having been kmooked out by artillhry, A75) rpuftean were
predited to the 8234 Tank Destroyer Bﬁtt@iinn {towed} (76}
which had moved into position northwest of Mesnil-Tow the
day before. They had also knocked out sana £ﬁ11 fraokm.and
trucks besides, On the other hand the lst Battalion had only
light cesualties. The 26th Field Artillery Battalion lost
its forward switoh (and other lossag uﬁknawn to. the authr}.
{(77) The 8234 Tank DestroyarlBattalion had lost plaian gunsg
and their hnlr-tracka and a hundred men. {78) The regiment,
39th Inrantry, had onlx 1ight ocssuslties, buxxgii of
the aquipmcnt of the,cannon cempany (79), and a lot of the
‘equipment in the antitank.eumpaﬁj and the 34 Battalion aid:
station. (80)

| 9. AWEY
| Eicept for en alertness which was meintained throughout
the night, all awoke on thehéth nr'lnéuat refreshed ﬁrtar a
good night's sleep,. | | -
The morning itself was gulet except for several barrages
which osme into B’Gempaﬁy'a right flank, wounding & number
(74) Personal knowledge; Generel Orders i10§ 1945, War Department;

{75) Perscnal xnowledge; (76) A-1, p. 5; (77) Personsl knowledge;
(78) A-1, p. 5; (79) A-2, p. 57. {80) Personsl knowledge
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of men and killing several. These were balleved to have been
~enemy shells coming from the northeast and slightly horth. |
However, a sergeant found the hase ruzq-plug of en Americen
155mn shell, (81) This caused a howl of protent and after
several reports to regiment we were no longer troubled from
this diraetioﬁ.

That afterncon & pumber of low flyimg aireraft, which
' were taken as Amerilcan Guh?fs, flew ssstwerd over the battalion,
They dropped & lerge group of suppliss by parachute just in
rfront of C Compeny's positidns.“ (82) Theae we rounﬂ out leter -
‘to have been earmerked for the isolated battalion of the 30th
Division near Mortain. |

That evening the battalion received orders to aentinu§

the offensive in the marning._ (83)

| 10-11 AUGUST

The next day (10 August) the battelion again took up the
offansive as waa'planned:rbr the 6th of August. A and C Com~
panies started up the siope and made good [rogress,

15 this attack was pmograssing German rocket artilldrj
set fire to the bulldinge and grass sround the battalion ¢cnmend
post and supply ﬁrain. .(Sh) The supply trein was moved quiekly
- to & position behind B Company. But one of the nets caught fire
-anﬁ both vehicles, overlﬁden.with mines and other ammunition,
blew up, The commsend ypost moved unebstruetnd t0 A Company's
former area snd reestablished its wire communioation,

The leading elemants reached the orest of the hill early
in the afternoon and sypread oﬁt to secure 1t. (85) (aee mep F )

Battallion rear Joined the commender that evening In the
little settlement ér Les Voges, (86)

(81, 82, 83, Bk, 85, 86) Personal knowledge.
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The next day conteact was made with the 28th Division,
et la Forye, attacking south. (87)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In analyzing the above actian there is much to eriticize.
The missien of the bettalion was to selze the high ground north-
_eaat of Juvigny. This they accompllished, but not in time to
arffectively carry out the regimental misslon. Hewgvor,.it ie
deuhtful if thsy could heve done ag much from the top of the
hill as they did in their actual position, In the latter they
could affect the operations in the Charence le Roussel-Mesnil
Tove valley. (88) %They actually covered the northern valley
from Mont %urgon end the hill itself; while cauaing no 111'.1:1-
concern to the enemy in the Mesnil-Zowe.; va‘lley.

Information was not given to the battalion as to thg
known‘rriandly lines of the 30th Division nor of the enemy's
expscted plam, The battalion d1d not rush forward te itn”'
positions but procoeded cautiously until it met the enemy at
la Hardlere. Then it failed to report more than another
meeting engagement, although 1t was ohwvious thet 1t was a
build up of strength. "

Hed C Company kept battalien informed of their change of
direction, communicatlion could have been maintained. Then ence
they met the enemy the entire weight of the battalion sould
have been brought to bear before the enemy buillt up thelr
strength and the obj?etive might have been reached, |

Once the decision was made to atteck from the west the
| vositions were not checked upon and A Compeany did neé tle in
with C Gompaﬁy. This would have prevented the delay in taking
the rdrma the next morning. By coordinated effort thus ob-
| tained the ahJective may have been taken. At least these
(87) Personal kmowledge; (88) A-3, A-6, A-7, A-8.
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positions would have been much better for the emsuing defenss.
First, by arfording a hattér.oontnct, and second by atrsoting
8 straightened line conserving more power, leaving B Compeny
fres to protect the south and west of the vattalien.

| Once foroed on the defensive the battalion command post
was placed on the south flank unproteeted, as were the mortars,
There were vetter positions avallsble in the center end on the
west which could have betﬁer been used. As placed, the command
post was left eXposed on‘the'rlunk toward known located enemy
positions, . |
- Nd organized patrbla weore used to feel out the enemy's
positiona, Had this been done, informetion could have been
obtained; and the conduct of the ensuing sngagerxents would
have been more favorable to the bvattallen,

The battelion commander was quloek %o size up each attaock
of the enemy, however, and shift his men to meet the naw
gituation. This was much like trying t¢ close the barn after
the horse had nlready started to go out.

‘The 8234 Pank Destroyer Battallon with towed guns did e
good job but wers left unprotected by rifle troops. Thiz sllowed
the enemy infantry to overrun the positian inflieting high
casualties since thcy_éonld not fire and move quiekly, They
could have abandoned their guns but their Esprit de Corps kept
them firing until the lest., They were vary'erruetiva as shown
by thelr string or.knoeked out tanks,

The shelling from the 28th Division ertillery was
apparently directed at our mortars. ?hia could have been avoided
ir proper information of friendly louatians had been passed to
all riring units around the area; and by proper ol-uranaa
before firing in other's zones.

- The faulty dropping-of supplies daﬁtinod for the isolated
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battalion of the 3Gth Division was & result of several fastors,
The hills were aamawhat-simiiar. There was &n apperent laock of
complete orientation. There was a laeck on the part of the
ground units te mark not only the front lines by panels but

also rear elements to identify whieh side of the front our troops
were, And mainly by & leck of prier eir reeonnaiaéanaa.

Hawever; there were commendahble polnts to note also.

The change of direotion by ¢ Company at the beginning was sound,
His plean of keeping to the high gréuhﬁ, and under oover of the
woods, instead of crossing low open ground when his 1atqral%
novement was comparatively small, 1s within the teaching of
sound tacties. |

The withdrawal of B aﬁe ¢ Companies from le Hardiere to
the defenpgive position wa# well planned and exeellently exesuted.
This is a diffieult task at best. . |
| Once in the defensive position all companies made maximum

use of their weapons and menpower within their area, Men were
well apaced end eassily supported each other by fire. The com-
penies so positioned their men as to form a quick reserve in
case of a Brohkthrough guch a3 happened to ¢ Company.

The tank pletoon took up very exast positions to give not
only A-T defense to the north, east, and aohth, Put to ooardi-
nate their machine gun fire with C Compeny.

The tenk destroyers alse went into very good positions.
They hed depth yet could concentrate their fire to the south
and west as well as the east. The rnaults'werc ten of the
enemy's tenks at night'withéﬁt loss to our ¢wWn.

The enemy forces cen also be énal#zad'with e critieal
eys. Their msinweskness seemed to be lack of ourrent informa~
tion and evaluation of what they did bave. This was shown meny

times by their efforts to ettack the battaiian frontally, yet
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never from the flank., The only exception beling thelr wide
envelopment from the north. Had they attaecked with their armor
‘down the north fpad they iau;d have had better suceess.  Again
their big night drive on the seventh failed to attack us from
the rear; turned south at Mesnil-Teve: into a tank destroyer
battalion instead of Tight into & regimentel rear and a better
road net, | ' |
Thls was also true of the higger pioture as they siruck
whare the First Army was strongest instead of further south

agalinst the weak spot.

‘ LESSONS
From the analysis of the foregoing aotlon meny 1agsenq
can be learned, |

1. Informetion is necessary to the successful completion

m——

of any campaign,

24 CQmmunicntiah iz essentisl to the execution of modern

A

combet missions, o .

3e In-tha defense all around positions are necehaary?cvan
e T T ——
at. the expense of depth. '

L, Patrol actien is absolutely nsecessary in order to
—-—-”W

S

obtain information, This is just es . importent in the defense
| ag-aedl as in thé offense, | |
5, A defense must be flexible in order to be successful.
6. In the defense full use must be made of ench'waagﬂn,
_ and men must be spaced far anaugh apart to allow this. Mutual
support must be the gulding principle. |
7. Empleced guns must be given rifle proteetion,

8. Rserganizatien'must'ba carried on whenever a lull

ogours.,
P
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9. Reglstered artillery cen effectively lay down a
- deTensive fire bvarrage.

o Booby %raps and triB flares in front of the main

1ine of resistance are very halptul as a unrning aystum.
Wmm«mmm N o » )

11. Tank: are e good morale faotnr.
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